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Agenda

8:55 Closing Remarks by Lori Wisniewski Azzara

7:10 Opening Remarks from Jenna Cramer

7:20 Award Recognition for Green Building Health 
Interventions

7:30 Networking Time by Topic Area

8:00 Legacy Award for Jack Mascaro

8:05 Award Recognition for Community Equity 
Initiatives 

8:15 Networking Time by Industry

8:45 Award Recognition for COVID -19 Direct 
Relief

9:00 Open Networking Time

9:30 Close of Zoom Room

7:00 Welcome to Emerald Evening!
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Raffle Drawing!

Raffle Drawing!

Raffle Drawing!
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A Community 
Celebration

They say necessity is the mother of invention.  Our region is 
unquestionably a living example of this theory. At last year’s gala, we 
highlighted how Western Pennsylvania’s legacy of sustainable leadership 
was born from the need to overcome loss of industry and decades of 
environmental and health degradation. Now we join the world in facing 
even greater challenges. 

We are approaching Emerald Evening 2020 in a new reality and with a 
clearer understanding of the world around us. Bob Berkebile predicted 
years ago that 2020 would be the year of perfect vision.  This clarity  
carries with it a heavy awareness of the interconnectedness and 
fragility of our systems. Our natural environment, precious biodiversity, 
public health, human dignity, and economic stability are all suffering 
simultaneously. But with this awareness also comes determination 
and optimism. Our work has taught us that a positive attitude opens 
the mind to new solutions. We believe we can – and we must – emerge 
from this time committed to replacing harmful systems with healing and 
regenerative ones, doubling down on our efforts to curb climate change 
through the built environment, and ensuring that every building and every 
community is sustainable so every person can thrive. 

Some of us are using this time for inspiration: to educate ourselves, 
connect with loved ones, or seek resources. Many of us are focused on 
survival: how can we thrive when things are this broken? Some of us 
are using this time for action: making a difference with whatever tools 
we have.  At this year’s Emerald Evening, we salute many individuals 
– and the efforts of our entire community – who have worked through 
unprecedented circumstances to create spaces that foster human health, 
exemplify social equity, and address our region’s most pressing needs.  

In this time of great necessity, we have confidence that our region can 
once again call forth its tenacity and inventiveness to surpass where we 
were before and bounce forward into a place where our systems reach a 
synergy that enables all people to truly thrive. 

Thank you for joining us tonight, and welcome to Emerald Evening 2020!

Sincerely,

Jenna Cramer 
Executive Director, Green Building Alliance  
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Community Equity

Initiatives
Vikki “Ayanna” Jones, CEO and Founder of Sankofa 
Village Community Garden 
Ayanna works to address “food apartheid” by providing and distributing 
fresh food from the Sankofa Village Community Garden and through other 
programs. Her leadership inspires others to create communities where every 
child, adult, and senior does not have to leave their community to get fresh 
produce, jobs, or education. 

Dr. Chuck Herring, Director of Diversity, Equity & 
Inclusion, South Fayette School District
Dr. Herring has allowed his students to utilize their agency in speaking 
out on problems they see in the world.  The students use the 
#handprintsHEALfootprints framework to place “handprints” and 
“microprogressions” wherever they are needed (e.g., at school, at home, at 
work, etc.). With Dr. Herring’s help, the students have partnered with many 
schools across the region to help them create SHOUT chapters of their own 
even during the pandemic. 

Nine Mile Run Watershed Association 
NMRWA’s Equity Study prioritizes future project locations based on at-risk 
populations and environmental conditions . Their study created and utilized 
three indices: Equity Index, Environmental Justice Index, and GSI Suitability 
Index. With the commitment from this team, NMRWA created a multi-layer 
map that can be viewed by the public to help further engagement. 

We have set targets for improvement in our 
world environment. 
We aim to be Net Zero carbon for our own business operations by 
the end of the financial year ending April 2021 and we are targeting 
new build projects will be Net Zero carbon in operation by 2030 
and all projects by 2050.
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• Case of Sauvignon Blanc from Natura Wine
• White Wine Candle from Monmade 
• “Carnegie Museum” Original Klorebel Architectural Drawings 

from Monmade 
• Valued at $215 

Raffle Basket 2 “Museum Musings”

• Case of Cabernet Sauvignon from Natura Wine 
• Red Wine Uncorked Candle from Monmade 
• Original Autumn Artwork by  Jodi McKinney 
• Valued at $215 

Raffle Basket 1 “Autumn Night In”

• Case of Dreamweaver Beer 
• Brewed2Burn Amber Ale Candle form Monmade
• PUNCH Bottle Opener form Monmade
• Valued at $95 

Raffle Basket 3 “Quarantine Tailgate”

Raffle Basket 4 “Day at the Lake”
• Case of Great Lakes Dortmunder Gold Lager
• Daggerfish from Monmade 
• Valued at $95 

Raffle Basket 5 “Elegance on a Platter”
• Cheeseboard made by Monmade
• Cheese and Meat Selection from Deli
• Wine from Natura Wine
• Valued at $155 
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• Restaurant Gift Certificates
• Valued at $100

Raffle Basket 6 “Support Local Business”
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Green Building 
Health 

Interventions
Facilities Management Services at 
Carnegie Mellon University
CMU’s two-decade commitment to green design and operations is 
demonstrated by their COVID-19 program to enhance HVAC systems in 
support of indoor environmental quality. Their facilities management team 
evaluated HVAC systems and windows in more than 900 instructional 
and research spaces across campus. The university used its new research 
foundation to create Ultraviolet Airflow Disinfection and Needlepoint Bipolar 
Ionization systems in existing HVAC on campus as a pilot project. This direct 
research and implementation method has the potential to benefit all of us 
thanks to the dedication of CMU’s cross disciplinary, inter-staff team. 

BranchPattern 
The newly created Flu Infection Risk Estimator™ has been instrumental in 
informing building management in their decisions on where to spend precious 
resources to make their facilities as safe as possible for the community, 
students, and staff. The tool is designed to compare various COVID-19 
re-entry strategies ranging from lowering occupant density to air quality 
improvements. By releasing this to the public as a free tool, BranchPattern 
hopes to save design firms countless hours of research on their own, along 
with providing an evidence-based approach for teams that are looking 
to make smart investments in building health. As research is released on 
the transmission of SARS-Cov-2, BranchPattern’s team has committed to 
update the module to reflect the latest research on the novel virus, while 
keeping the tool free for all.

InPro Architectural Products 
Inpro partnered with Hermetic Mobility to quickly set up mobile medical and 
decontamination units for the isolated treatment of patients with contagious 
illnesses like COVID-19. These mobile health units help respond to both 
emergency and surge hospital situations. The team at Inpro was also part 
of the monumental process to create emergency hospital systems in New 
York City at the height of COVID-19. Their dedication to healthy materials and 
sustainable production shows the depth of trust and accountability that the 
green building industry as a whole can provide for the built environment and 
its citizens. 
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B U I L D I N G  S U C C E S S

Lori Wisniewski Azzara | lazzara@cohenseglias.com

www.cohenseglias.com
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Highmark Health is proud to support
Green Building Alliance

and the 2020 Virtual Emerald Evening Gala.
You aspire. You lead. You accomplish.

Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield is an independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.



COVID-19 Direct 
Relief
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Dr. Debra Bogen, Director, Allegheny County 
Health Department
Dr. Bogen was confirmed by the Board of Health on March 4, but wasn’t 
expected to start until two months later. Instead, she jumped in immediately 
and began working closely with schools, community groups, and county 
departments to foster a unified response. She has done this while maintaining 
the humble and caring persona that made her successful as a pediatrician.

Fred Brown, President, CEO, The Forbes Funds
Fred is dedicated to connecting all walks of life and economics together for 
the better good of Pittsburgh. He led the Forbes Funds to create specialized 
support for nonprofits as they drafted resiliency measures and new programs 
in the face of COVID-19. His personal efforts also include helping to get 
testing for the virus in the African American community. 

Casa San Jose
Casa San Jose immediately snapped into action to distribute food and 
money to the Latinx community that was mostly excluded from existing 
relief efforts. Not only have they provided direct relief, they created Spanish 
advisory videos and media and have provided translation services for local 
health clinics. 

Global Links
Global Links leads collaborative effort to source, manufacture and distribute 
protective supplies to safety net organizations, nonprofits, childcare centers, 
low-income senior housing, under-resourced schools, and others. To date, 
they have prepared and delivered an unprecedented 531 distributions, 
serving 288 organizations, as part of their pandemic local response. 

Highmark Health
With a constant commitment to moving our region to a healthier future, 
Highmark Health’s many efforts extend from direct care to mobile monitoring 
to frontline family support to school supplies. In early April, AHN announced 
a new procedure for sterilizing disposable N95 masks, so that they can 
be reused by caregivers. The process allows AHN to extend the life of its 
respirator masks, which are in scarce supply due to product constraints.
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Rose M. Lucey-Noll, Executive Director, Cambria 
County Transit Authority 
Rose was ahead of the curve in responding to COVID-19 and began 
implementing internal initiatives on March 3, 2020.  She was instrumental in 
having bus operators from CamTran deliver food boxes from the Greater 
Pittsburgh Community Food Bank to 65 recipients in Cambria County, in 
conjunction with the food bank’s Produce to People food distribution event.

Allegheny County Public Works Department
In appreciation for their hard work to coordinate collection of personal 
protective equipment throughout the County from a variety of volunteers and 
donors, which were then distributed to first responders and those in need.

Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank
Since the start of the pandemic, they have provided direct emergency food 
assistance to over 5,000 families at their warehouse in Duquesne. GPCFB also 
started a new Community Partner Organization program which has allocated 
21,000 boxes to 75 new organizations since April 13. Their efforts have 
established 24 Grab and Go distribution sites with more than 140,000 meals 
served to kids to date.

Brothers Brother Foundation
In appreciation for their quick action to shift their global service to local 
service, stepping up to help their community and fill any need without waiting 
to be asked.

Homewood Children’s Village
Recognizing the intense stress that families of hourly workers would face with 
job loss and school closings from the pandemic, Homewood Children’s Village 
coordinated with United Way and the Bible Center Church to distribute over 
1,500 kids meals per week.

Mascaro Construction
In recognition for their donation of N95 masks to healthcare facilities at the 
start of the pandemic. 

Rycon Construction
In recognition of their dual donation of N95 face masks and critical negative 
air pressure machines to St. Clair Hospital. 
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Thank you for 
making today 
the day that 
makes a 
world of 
difference.

©2020 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc.

All rights reserved. PNC Bank, National Association.

Member FDIC

CON PDF 0618-0106

covestro.us

Learn more

At Covestro, we support 
the construction of strong, 

resilient buildings.
We know that buildings use a lot of energy – 
in fact, they’re responsible for 40 percent 
of global energy consumption. To improve 
building performance, we’ve developed 
innovative polyurethane materials for 
insulation and roofing assemblies. Our 
products recently helped Pittsburgh’s 
Energy Innovation Center, pictured here, 
achieve 68 percent savings in gas utilities.

 We make the world
a brighter place.
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La Gourmandine
Tonight’s desserts feature Marquis, Moulet, Tarte au Citron, 

Framboise 

Visit any of their four locations to sample their classic French 
pastries and heartening bread 

Downtown address: 308 Forbes Ave. Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

Butterwood Bake Consortium
Tonight’s vegan cakes feature Blood Orange with Prickly Pear 

Buttercream or Chocolate Beet with Mocha Buttercream  

Their menu offers more than just vegan options, with fanciful 
bakes featured at their Lawrenceville location 

Address: 5222 Butler St, Pittsburgh, PA 15201 

Oakmont Bakery
Tonight’s “Made without gluten” option is a Pittsburgh favorite, 

the Almond Torte 

Famous around the region, visit this Oakmont tradition for 
scores of sweet treats loved for decades 

Address: 1 Sweet St, Oakmont, PA 15139 

Fudge Farm
Our extra treat of Chocolate and Salted Caramel fudge comes 

from this extraordinary Black Owned business

Their two locations feature everything from over the top 
milkshakes to handmade chocolates and fudge 

Southside Address: 1503 East Carson St., Pittsburgh, PA 15203

Enjoying your dessert? Try more 
from these local businesses!



Remembering
Jack Mascaro
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An early adopter of sustainable building in Pittsburgh, Jack was an innovator, 
change-maker, and lifelong learner.

Jack was personally dedicated to creating 
sustainable places where everyone can thrive, 
and he demonstrated this through both his 
professional and personal life. Under his 
leadership, Mascaro Construction has been a 
leader in green building in Western Pennsylvania, 
earning recognition for 13 consecutive years 
as a Top 100 Green Contractor by Engineering 
News-Record. 

Mascaro’s early leadership on the region’s 
first green building project, the Heinz Family 
Foundation and Office, in 1993 helped set a 
foundation and trajectory for Pittsburgh and Western Pennsylvania’s national 
leadership role in green building and sustainability.

The company continued this leadership and commitment by constructing 
over 8 million square feet and $1.9 billion in LEED certified projects, including 
high-performance projects like the Energy Innovation Center, the Union 
Trust renovation, UPMC’s Corporate Headquarters, and MuseumLab. These 
projects showcase Pittsburgh’s rich history and vibrant future – a testament 
to the lifelong Pittsburgher himself.

With his legacy, GBA counts his support as a key part of our alliance’s 
success. In 2018, Jack became one of the first of our four Lifetime Members 
at Green Building Alliance. His commitment as a lifetime member was another 
link in the long chain of sponsorship and work towards GBA’s mission.

Jack saw sustainability as imperative to innovation. A graduate of University 
of Pittsburgh’s Swanson School of Engineering, Jack wanted to help “bring 
concepts of sustainability and green building to Pitt’s engineering program,” 
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as he saw these skills as essential for both innovation and a competitive edge 
in the building industry. 

He lived his principles, and as such, Jack led the construction of University of 
Pittsburgh’s Mascaro Center for Sustainable Innovation, a research center in 
the engineering school he attended, which focuses on sustainable solutions 
relating to healthy and high-performance buildings and communities, green 
chemistry and materials, water, and energy. Jack modeled his commitment 
to education by advancing his own green building knowledge when he took 
GBA’s LEED Green Associate class.

Jack was recognized as a leader in high quality construction and was 
recently awarded the James Kling Fellowship Award from the AIA-MBA 
Joint Committee for his leadership and collaboration across design and 
construction teams.

From his many awards, to the buildings he worked on, to the research and 
education he helped enable, Jack’s legacy on the Pittsburgh region and belief 
that “good ethics is good business” will live on.

Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh – Carrick, Pittsburgh, PA Product: Toris 4A
Architect: Nicholson Kovalchick (NK) Architects, Pittsburgh, PA

877-696-3742 toll-free 
epicmetals.com

Toris®

Roof and Floor Deck 
Ceiling Systems

• Innovative architectural 
approach

• Long spans to 30 
feet inspire freedom 
of design 

• Superior acoustic 
treatment reduces noise

20178_EPIC_5.5x4.25_GreenBuildingAllianceEE_ProgramAd v2.indd   120178_EPIC_5.5x4.25_GreenBuildingAllianceEE_ProgramAd v2.indd   1 9/2/20   4:55 PM9/2/20   4:55 PM
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Thank you to GBA’s Staff who 
dedicate their time and passion to 
driving our region’s green industry 
forward. 
With the many changes our industry, region, and world have faced with the With the many changes our industry, region, and world have faced with the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the innovative spirit of GBA’s staff created COVID-19 pandemic, the innovative spirit of GBA’s staff created timely shifts 
in our programs and processes to continue delivering high quality content quality content 
and exciting events such as this. and exciting events such as this. 

Thank you to Leslie Montgomery and Elisabeth Udyawar for their endless Thank you to Leslie Montgomery and Elisabeth Udyawar for their endless 
creativity in designing engaging online events. creativity in designing engaging online events. 

Thank you to Anthony Mendicino and Jodi McKinney for their continued Thank you to Anthony Mendicino and Jodi McKinney for their continued 
contributions in writing and designing all of GBA’s communications. contributions in writing and designing all of GBA’s communications. 

Pittsburgh’s push forward in efficiency could not happen without the tireless Pittsburgh’s push forward in efficiency could not happen without the tireless 
efforts of Chris Cieslak and Paige Colao of the Pittsburgh 2030 District. efforts of Chris Cieslak and Paige Colao of the Pittsburgh 2030 District. 

Alyssa Lyon’s commitment to sustainable and equitable neighborhoods Alyssa Lyon’s commitment to sustainable and equitable neighborhoods 
inspires our team and moves us forward. inspires our team and moves us forward. 

Thank you to Ellen Conrad and Katie Lockley for cultivating healthy Thank you to Ellen Conrad and Katie Lockley for cultivating healthy 
educational environments from NWPA to Pittsburgh to West Virginia. educational environments from NWPA to Pittsburgh to West Virginia. 

As we look to the future, we are grateful for the direction of Dario As we look to the future, we are grateful for the direction of Dario 
Giandomenico and Megan Zeigler as GBA creates dynamic new strategies. Giandomenico and Megan Zeigler as GBA creates dynamic new strategies. 

And finally, we are incredibly grateful for the steadfast commitment of our 
Executive Director, Jenna Cramer, who encourages us all – members, board, 
and staff alike – to build a world where all people can thrive.

With great thanks to our 
Board of Directors:
Thank you for the leadership of Board President Lori Wisniewski Azzara and 
Vice President Noah Shaltes. Thank you for the guidance and commitment 
of Board Treasurer Jeremy Snyder and Board Secretary Michael Barnard. 

We are always grateful for the steady and compelling contributions of our 
board members Will Allen, Dr. Erica Cochran Hameen, Darla Cravotta, Ian 
Hughes, Zach Huth, Jeffery McDaniel, Patricia Culley, Demeshia Seals, and 
Mike Walsh.
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Mill 19 at Hazelwood Green

• Goal of Achieving LEED-NC v4 Gold 
Certifi cation and near Net Zero 
Energy Usage

• Features the Largest Solar Array of 
its Kind in the US

We are proud to support the Green Building Alliance and its Emerald Evening.

A strong community  
takes the support of many.

BCD-SYS-13852_emerald_evening_ad_5.5x4.25.indd   1 8/23/19   9:09 AM
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BE A CHANGEMAKER.
We are all essential to building a better future. 

A Drug-Free Equal Opportunity Employer

• Business Consulting or Career Coaching Services from 
Megan Worbs of New Ivy Consulting

• Valued at $499

Raffle Basket 9
“Bounce Forward

with New Ivy”

• Original Artwork ‘Lemons’ Decor by Jodi McKinney
• Wigle Ginever 
• Valued at $200

Raffle Basket 10
“When Life Gives

You Lemons,
Make a Tom Collins”

• Power Tools from Lowe’s
• Valued at $299

Raffle Basket 7 “Time to Build”

• Toy/Kids Basket Original Books, Pillows, and Notecards
• Valued at $100 

Raffle Basket 8 “Story Time”
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Proud supporters of the Green Building Alliance
Desmone Architects Headquarters in Lawrenceville 
Pittsburgh’s First WELL Certiied Gold Building

WWW.JENDOCO.COM (412) 361.4500

2000 LINCOLN ROAD - PITTSBURGH, PA 15235

© COPYRIGHT 2020  ED MASSERY  PITTSBURGH ARCHITECTURAL PHOTOGRAPHER.

RESTORING THE PAST,
BUILDING THE FUTURE

“Bounce Forward
with New Ivy”

“When Life Gives
You Lemons,

Make a Tom Collins”
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shaping the built 
environment with 
sustainable design
The Garden Room at the National Aviary (completion Fall 2020)

IT Issues?
• Find the mute/unmute button at the bottom 

left corner of your screen, indicated by the 
microphone icon

• Video freezing? Restart your computer and 
reconnect. Let Paige Colao know via the chat 
in case you miss a raffle prize!

• Change background: Settings > Virtual 
Background > Add Image

• Change name: Participants > Rename > OK
• If none of these fixes work, please 

contact Paige Colao at 412-773-6012 or           
paigec@gbapgh.org



The Tower at PNC Plaza

Pittsburgh Int’l Airport, Terminal Modernization Program
image courtesy of Gensler + HDR in association with luis vidal + architects

Packaging
We’ve taken care to choose our packaging to 
be as sustainable as possible. You can help us 
by following these instructions for disposing of 
your evening’s packaging:
 
1. Paper bag, label, and pastry boxes can all be 

composted 
2. The burlap sandwich bag for the fudge is meant to 

be washed and is reusable
3. Beverage bottle is glass. You can visit the 

Pennsylvania Resource Council’s website to view 
their traveling glass drop off schedule at https://prc.
org/programs/collection-events/glassrecycling/ 
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Thank You!


